Treatment with sunitinib enabled complete resection of massive lymphadenopathy not previously amenable to excision in a patient with renal cell carcinoma.
We present a case of previously unresectable lymphadenopathy in a patient with renal cell carcinoma treated with sunitinib. Complete resection of a 15-cm left renal cell carcinoma was initially impossible due to massive retroperitoneal disease and encasement of the great vessels and mesenteric vessels. Residual retroperitoneal disease from a radical nephrectomy was treated with the oral, multitargeted receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor, sunitinib. Tumour shrinkage following five cycles of treatment allowed uncomplicated complete resection of the lymphadenopathy. Follow-up after 6 mo showed no evidence of disease recurrence.